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Following
by
example
Charleston attempting
to form a Human
Rights Commissions;
found in other Illinois
cities
By Ashlei Maltman
City Reporter
Whether Charleston can form a
Human Relations Commission to
hear discrimination complaints from
citizens depends if the city has home
rule authority.
The People’s Ordinance Committee met on Thursday, May 29,
to answer any questions the public
may have about the ordinance or the
commission.
If created, the commission would
hear grievances pertaining to sexual
harassment, as well as unlawful discrimination because of race, gender
and physically handicaps inflicted by
renters or employers.
Ideally, the commission would
hear these issues without cost to
either party and decide upon a resolution after hearing both arguments,
said supporter and Charleston resident Jamie Christianson.
Christianson and Shannon Phillips, an instructor at Lake Land College, are both members of the People’s Ordinance Committee and
want the ordinance to be passed in
Coles County, but they are focusing on getting it passed in the city of
Charleston first.
City Council members Lorelei
Sims and Larry Rennels both support the ordinance in Charleston,
but question if they have the authority to pass a human rights ordinance.
According to the Illinois State
Constitution, Article VII, “A home
rule unit may exercise any power and
perform any function pertaining to
its government and affairs including,
but not limited to, the power to regulate for the protection of the public
health, safety, morals and welfare; to
license; to tax; and to incur debt.”
A city with home rule authority
can pass any laws unless it is prohibited by the state.
Since Charleston does not have
home rule authority, the city can
only pass laws that Illinois enables
it to pass, said City Attorney Brian
Bower. Charleston does not have the
required minimum population of
25,000 to automatically attain home
rule authority. At the moment, passing the ordinance will be difficult.
While the city council can pass
other ordinances, details within a
proposed human rights ordinance
can cause it to go against the Illinois
Municipal Code.
Bower is still unsure if home rule
will limit or even impact the ordinance in any way, and he said he
would research the issue.
Phillips, however, does not feel
unnerved about the home rule issue.
“We could do something different, reword something,” Phillips
said. “I think there is a lot of wiggle
room for us.”

»

See example, Page 2

rick kambic | the daily eastern news

Dr. Mildred Pearson sits in her office behind a statue of the ‘reading man’ that she brought back from Liberia and gave to a colleague.

The gift of learning
Eastern faculty
travels to aid the
development of higher
education in Liberia
By Thomas Stevens
Opinions Editor
The faculty development office
is secluded below the main level of
the library, but Dr. Mildred Pearson
keeps it tidy and structured despite
being located in an area of low traffic.
Among her neat piles of paperwork and her family pictures sits a
wooden sculpture. The Liberian figure sits with its head resting on its
left fist, the ‘thinking man’ represents the human spirit.
The sculpture serves as an everyday reminder of how fortunate and
comfortable her life is.

The thinking man was a souvenir Pearson received during her sixweek trip to Monrovia, Liberia that
began on March 3. A young local
boy would often wait outside the
Royal Hotel, where Pearson often
ate, and ask for leftover food.
After seeing the boy around
town, she learned that his father
crafts similar statuettes and sells
them on the street, and every sale is
crucial to the family’s survival.
Pearson realized that by purchasing, she would directly aid the family so she made several purchases
from him and gave the wares as gifts
to friends and family in the United
States.
Pearson had initial apprehensions
when she traveled to Monrovia,
Liberia to assist with faculty development at the African Methodist Episcopal University (AMEU).
Her worries were put to rest as she
became familiar with her Liberian

colleagues.
“Those people are no different
than you and I,” Pearson said about
the Liberian people. “It’s just they
have lived through some really hard
times. “The Liberian people have an
attitude of servitude,” Pearson said.
She added that Liberia is a male
dominated culture, but pointed out
that current President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf was the first female president elected in the history of not
only the country but of the entire
continent.
Pearson said that the Liberian
people call Johnson-Sirleaf the ‘iron
lady’ because of her uncompromising pursuit to serve Liberia.
“It’s a male dominated culture,”
Pearson said. “They’re very dominant and very aggressive so I had
to remove myself from the role of
director or acting president and
really talk to them as one of them to
say I really understand where you’re

coming from.”
She was originally slated to assist
with faculty development at AMEU
through seminars and workshops
during the six-week trip.
Pearson quickly found herself at
the helm of AMEU as interim president because Dr. Jean Manning,
current AMEU had to return to the
U.S. because of a family emergency.
Manning caught a presentation Pearson gave at the April 2007
annual Higher Learning Commission meeting in Chicago entitled ‘A Time For Deeper Dialogue:
Mentoring, Modeling and Growing Your Own.’ Manning previously vice president of Academic Affairs
at Langston University, in Langston
Oklahoma, Pearson’s alma mater.
Manning was impressed with
Pearson’s presentation and extended
an invitation to AMEU.

»

See gift, Page 5

Adviser says Clinton to support Obama
Hillary Clinton wants
to make call to unite
Democrats
The Associated Press
WASHINGTON --- Hillary
Rodham Clinton planned to throw
support to Democratic rival Barack
Obama Friday and call on Democrats to unite against Republican John McCain, her campaign

announced Wednesday.
“Senator Clinton will be hosting
an event in Washington on Friday
to thank her supporters and express
her support for Senator Obama and
party unity,” her communications
director Howard Wolfson said.
The announcement brought to
an end the historic campaign pitting the first serious female candidate against the most viable black
contender ever. Obama secured the
delegates Tuesday night to claim the

Democratic nomination, but Clinton stopped short of acknowledging
that milestone.
Clinton agreed to back Obama
during conference call Wednesday with impatient House Democrats who urged her to end the division between the Obama and Clinton camps, said a senior campaign
adviser, speaking on condition of
anonymity because the candidate
has not authorized public discussion of the private conference call

with supporters.
The adviser said Clinton will
congratulate Obama for having
gathered enough delegates to clinch
the nomination, a step she planned
to take Tuesday but postponed.
Several of the lawmakers on
the call said they would be willing
to appear at Clinton’s side if she
were to hold an event supporting
Obama. The details of the conversation were described by people familiar with the discussions.

NEWS

WWW.DENNEWS.COM I THE DAllY EASTERN NEWS ITHURSDAY 6.5.08

EIU WEATHER
FRIDAY

THURSDAY

88° 172°

,\ ! /;
\~
(.

DEN STAFF

WEATHER THIS WEEK
Don't expect the sunshine to last long. Cloudy
weather will blow in with strong winds Thursday.
Expect severe thunderstorms throughout the
weekend, with the sun returning Sunday and
Monday. More rain is expected after that.
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ENTERTAINMENT I A DAILY LOOK

Jolie still pregnant despite faulty sources
The Associated Press
NEW YORK "Entertainment Tonight" aired a story about
the birth of Angelina Jolie's twins
despite being repeatedly told beforehand that the report was based
on information from someone impersonating Jolie's assistant, according to documents and two
people with knowledge of the exchange.
1lte celebrity newsmagazine
denied Wednesday that it knew
about an impostor before the
broadcast. The identity of the impostor remained unknown.
Later that night, the manager
of Jolie's partner, Brad Pitt, told
AP d1at the babies had not been
born.

McMahon manor unpaid

Porn trial draws tears

LOS ANGELES - For years,
Ed McMahon promised wealth,
comfort and happiness as a pitchman for the American Family Publishers' sweepstakes. Now, he could
use some of that cash himsel£
The former sidekick to Johnny
Carson on the "Tonight" show is
in danger of losing his multimillion-dollar Beverly Hills home to
foreclosure. Documents show that
McMahon is nearly $644,000 behind in payments on a $4.8 million mortgage loan he got in 2005.
Countrywide Home Loans Inc.
filed the notice of default on Feb.
28, with the amount owed to "increase until your account becomes
current," according to documents
obtained by Celebtv.com.

LOS ANGELES- Dennis Farina has been charged with illegally
having a gun in his luggage at Los
Angeles International Airport.
1he city attorney's office on
Wednesday charged the "Law &
Order" actor with three misdemeanor counts involving possession of a concealed and loaded
weapon.
The charges carry a combined
maximum sentence of 2~ years in
jail and $3,000 in fines.
Farina was arrested three weeks
ago when a .22-caliber handgun
was found in his carry-on luggage.
He publicly apologized and told
police he forgot the weapon was
there.
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larry Briggerman of Charleston lines up his shot practicing horseshoes at Morton
Park Monday afternoon. Briggerman along with many other members practice and
play matches of horseshoes every Monday night to prepare for competitions all
around the state.

>> Example
FROM FRONT PAGE 1
1lte city of Danville has a Human Relations Commission and it
has seven community members appointed by the mayor to hear and
decide upon cases of alleged unlawful discrimination.
Christianson and Phillips are
suggesting a similar commission of
seven appointees.

According to the Illinois Department of Human Resources Web
site, 15 incidents of discrimination
were reported in 2006 within Coles
County concerning employment,
housing, and public accommodation.
In 2007, only five incidents were
reported in Coles County, all of
which were contributed to employment issues. Christianson spoke of
an unnamed person or group already
in Illinois appointed by the governor
already has these responsibilities.

1ltis group or person was said to
have worked with Coles Cotmty.
Coles County deferred me issue to
the state's attorney, who in turn deferred it to Charleston's city attorney.
Neither Christianson nor Phillips
disclosed any names, but they said
they would be working with this
person or group to move forward
with d1e project.

Ashlei Maltman can be reached at
581-7942 or at anmal.tman@eitt.edu.

RUN! RUN...
AS FAST AS YOU CAN,
RUN TO THE DEN...AND
PLACE AN AD THAT'S A

PERFECT 10!

CAMPUS I BOYS STATE

Practicing politics at EIU
Boys State inspires
student to participate
for more than just an
application buff
By Kristina Peters
Campus Reporter
Josh Boykin had little interest
for politics in high school - he liked
to keep up with the main issues, but
that was it.
But after Boykin, a junior English and economics major, was
nominated to attend the American
Legion's Premier Boys State Camp
at Eastern, his interest grew a little.
Boys State is a camp designed
for high school boys to learn about
politics and Saturday about 700
high school students from Illinois
will begin their stay at Eastern for
the weeklong camp.
Matty Justis, the American
Legion director of Americanism and
children and youth, said the purpose of the camp is to teach young
men government from the local to
national levels.
Boykin attended Boys State
in 2005. He had heard about the
camp in a class presentation, but

didn't think about going until he
was nominated. "It's always nice to
be recognized," Boykin said of the
nomination.
He decided to go for the experience and said, "If nothing else it
would look good on a college application."
Boys State is held in all 50 states
throughout June. lllinois was the
first state to establish the camp in
1935, and it was held at the Springfield fairgrounds.
At Boys State, the camp is divided into representations of counties
and cities, each group and subgroup
made up of participating students.
lltis year, eight counties totaling
24 cities will be participating, with
each comprising of no more than
30 boys, said Bill Bechtel,
Boys State registrar. Elections
are then held for political positions
like mayor, governor, city council
and police chief within each group.
"They create a fictitious state government and run it for a week,"
Bechtel said.
Boykin was elected governor
when he attended Boy State.
He said this helped him learn
about the political process, which
can be complex.
"Politics is a completely bizarre

field in itself," Boykin said.
Politics wasn't all Boykin learned.
The camp also gives the boys time
for sports and an opportunity to
organize their own band, but they
are not allowed to leave campus.
"They do keep them busy so no
one gets bored," Bechtel said.
Boykin said he learned a lot
about working with others and
what he learned at Boys State stayed
with him after he left the camp.
"There's politics in everything
you step into," he said.
Boykin said it has helped him in
dealing with people, in applying for
jobs and in gaining a better understanding in politics.
Bechtel said meeting people
that the boys wouldn't normally see
every day is one of the good things
about the camp. The camp makes
sure it divides the high school students up, so each county or has a
balanced mix of boys.
"1hey are pretty much assmed
they will meet new kids," Bechtel
said. "City kids from Chicago meet
the rmal kids."
Bechtel said if there is a case
where two smdents from the same
high school need to be together,
they will make an exception.
Several years ago Boys State had

an instance where someone who
was diabetic asked to not be split
up from his friend in case he needed help with his insulin.
After Boys State finishes, Boys
Nation is held. Two boys from each
of 49 State camps act as delegates
to attend Boys Nation, where they
attend lectllCes, forums and field
trips to institutions, memorials and
historical sites in the Washington,
D.C. area.
Justis said Hawaii is the only
state that does not pick delegates.
Boykin was one of lllinois' two
delegates, and he said this helped
him learn so much more.
"You just get as much information as you can," he said. "It was a
really good experience."
Boykin is now a couJ1selor for
the camp and has been since 2006.
Counselors help the high school
smdems with anything from the
elections to sports.
All counselors had to have previously attended the camp, which
Boykin thinks is almost necessary.
"I think it would be difficult if
you didn't attend, because it is such
an unique camp," he said.
Kristina Peters can be reached at 581 7942 or kmpeters2@eiu.edu.

CHARLESTON I CITY COUNC IL

Insurance contracting put on hold
No quorum prevents
City Council from
voting on appraisals
By Ashlei Maltman
City Reporter
The city's property insurance
appraisals will have to wait a little
longer.
The d1ree-year contract with
Industrial Appraisal Company has
been placed on file for two weeks
for public inspection not enough
voting members attended last
night's City Council meeting.
This will be the first appraisal

the city of Charleston will do. llte
planning stage, along with a schedule, will start as soon as the contract is signed, said City Manager
Scott Smith. Smith said the appraisal itself would be completed in a
matter of days, but the information
would then be sent to the company's home office for inspection.
The list of appraised land values
would be sent to the insurance carrier, H CC Insurance Holdings, and
compared with the current prices.
The appraisal is likely to be completed around August, and the
renewal of the city's insurance policy
is due in December, so the appraisal
must be done before then.

Charleston pays approximately

$197,000 for liability insurance and
has bought its policies from HCC
Insurance Holdings since December 2007. HCC Insurance Holdings is based out of Houston, Texas,
and the company's revenue rose to a
record-high $2.4 billion, according
to its Web site.
A Charleston fire in 2003 caused
$500,000 worth of damage to City
Hall, and highlighted the city's need
to have its property values updated, Smith said. The insurance matter has been ongoing since the fire
occmred, Smith said, and values
will be determined in the fall when
the construction is complete.

EASTERN BASEBALL

Other communities, such as
Mattoon, have had appraisals of
city property done in the past and
recommended it to Charleston.
"This is the first time that
Charleston has had a third-party
evaluation done," said Charleston
Mayor John lnyart. "It has saved
other communities a lot of grief
and money."
The resolutions to close city
streets for Red, White, and Blue
days on July 3 and 4, and for the
Panther Prowl on July 12 have also
been placed on file.
Ash/ei Maltman can be reached at
581-7942 or at anmaltman@eiu.edu.

CAMPUS BRIEFS
Aspiring chemistry
scholar recognized
Chemistry major Rebecca Grove
was named a 2008-2009 Barry S.
Goldwater Scholar for her findings in
a recent research project.
Grove, who just finished her junior
year, studied the crystal growth of
organic compounds and viewed
their individual atoms with X-ray diffraction. Kraig Wheeler, an associate
professor of chemistry, directed the
research.
Grove is one of 321 students in
the country to be honored by the
scholarship program, which is the
premier undergraduate award in science, math and engineering. She will
receive $7,500 toward her undergraduate degree.

Community rehabilitation
group relocates
Narcotics Anonymous has recently
begun a weekly meeting to support
recovering addicts, but the group
will not meet three times a week in
Mattoon.
"There's a lot of Eastern students
who go to the Alcoholic's Anonymous meetings (in Charleston) and
we want to invite any other Eastern
students who may need help (recovering) from drug abuse," said Cannen
Richey, NA program coordinator.
The meetings will be held on
Mondays and Fridays at 8 p.m. and
Sundays at 6:30p.m. at the Church
of Christ located at 1708 Dewitt Rd,
Mattoon.
For further information, e-mail
Richey at the_meeting.mattoon@
yahoo.com.

Upward Bound becomes
Eastern-bound
Yet another group of high school
students will occupy Eastern's campus starting Sunday until June 28.
'Upward Bound' is a program
sponsored in conjunction with
Kankakee Community College that,
according to its Web site, "assist(s)
college-bound high school students
in overcoming barriers to pursuing a
college education:·
For more information, see http:/I
www.kcc.edu/upwardbound.

Generations unite for
gardening workshop
Gardening begins at 9 a.m. June
9 and 10 for families enrolled in
the Gardening with Grandkids
workshop. It's a hands-on, make-itand-take-it workshop for children in
grades one through five with their
grandparents but the class recently
filled up.
For information about upcoming
workshops or completed projects
resulting from Gardening with
Grandkids, contact the School of
Continuing Education at 581-5116
or dehighland@eiu.edu. The event
is located in the Extension Center at
the Coles County Fairgrounds.
- Compiled by Editor In Chief Rick
Kambic and Campus Reporter Kristina
Peters.
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While up to bat, Eastern players lined up their mitts and hats near the dugout during the NCAA Regional Baseball Championships in Lincoln, Nebraska on May 30.

COMMENTS, CORRECTIONS, OR
EVENTS
To report any errors, local events
or general suggestions for future
editions please contact our Editor in Chief, Matt Daniels, via:
Phone 1581 -7936,
E-mail ! OENeic@gmail.com
Office visit 11811 Buzzard Hall
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Hillary, Stop!

Other views on news
FUTURE OF FANTASY
If you haven't pre-ordered your sexbot, you'd better get in line.
David Levy, artificial intelligence
expert, predicts that sex robots will be
available by the year 2050 and will be in
every home or apattment in the world.
In "Love and Sex with Robots: 11te
Evolution of Human-Robot Relationships" (2007), David Levy explores and
explains how sex in the future will primarily work through the dynamic use
of robots. Levy doesn't just think robots
will supplant realistic sexual interactions, but also provide lovers and life
partners for lonely adults seeking companionship as well as sexual comforts.
Whether sex robots will be simply
for sexual pleasure or for lifelong companionship, Levy is neglecting issues
that really matter. Levy foresees a utopia
of happiness and fulfillment. Sexbots
are somewhat of a salve for Levy, solving all the world's issues with sexual fulfillment and programmed companionship. He might be sorely disappointed
when the world doesn't embrace sexbots
with the same enthusiasm.
A critic of Levy's foundational work
on sexbots, James Trimarco, writer for
Flak Magazine, emphasizes Levy's central thesis that by around 2050, "love
with robots will be as normal as love
with other humans."
"I believe that the social and psychological benefits will be enormous," Levy
proclaims. "Almost everyone wants
someone to love, but many people have
no one. If this natural human desire can
be satisfied for everyone who is capable ofloving, surely the world will be a
much happier place."
1l1ere are positives and negatives,
but worst of all, no one can predict
the future and no one can foresee how
the public will respond when Levy's
groundbreaking sexbots enter mainstreanl society.

-Kimberly Tolson, 7he Daily
O'Collegian

ential race our
promise of change
The Associated Press

Harvard Crimson
Nothing short of the U.S presidential race
could have eclipsed the incompetence and the
dishonesty of the Bush administration. At a time
when our nation faces some of its toughest challenges-globalization, climate change, the War
on Terror, and healthcare-this administration
has lacked both the policy foresight and the support of the American people to effect any meaningful change. Despite Bush's failures, however,
we are optinlistic that with the right leadership,
our nation will be able to overcome our problems
as we've done so many times before.
One of the most salient offenses of the Bush
administration has been its blatant abuse of the
balance of power between the branches of government. Bush has repeatedly tried to undermine the Congressional power through his use
ofsigning statements- written pronouncements effectively allowing the executive branch to
ignore parts oflegislation. A Pulitzer Prize-winning expose by Charles C. Savage '98 in The Boston Globe uncovered that Bush had claimed the
authority to ignore more than 750 laws enacted
between 200 1 and 2006--laws regulating everything from affirmative action to torture.
Sadly, the missteps in the handling of the War
on Terror- most notably, the interrogation techniques used at Abu Ghraib and the treatment
of prisoners at Guantanamo Bay- have been
extremely damaging to the perception of America
both at home and abroad. While many Washington insiders have been less than forthright about
their seance on the controversial interrogation
techniques, we believe now just as we did then
that waterboarding is totture, and should never
be condoned or practiced by the U.S. 1l1e Bush
administration, however, has had no qualms with

trying to pull the wool over the American people's eyes again- top government officials were
not only complicit in the destruction of interrogation footage, but also attempted to divert
blame for the prisoner abuse scandal on a "few
bad apples."
No doubt, history will not look well upon this
administration, but there are still some positive
steps this administration can take-be it the ratification of the Kyoto Protocol or the much-needed move to sever all ties with mercenary armies,
starting with the expulsion of Blackwater U.S.A.
(which at one point held a $1.2 billion contract
with the U.S government and supplied up to
30000 private security guards in Iraq).
In addition to our problems on the international front, domestic policy under the Bush
administration has been horribly misguidedfrom the death penalty to gay marriage to gun
laws. The inhumane practice oflethal injection
and other forms of capital punishment are still
tolerated, and the Supreme Court has yet to ban
what is effectively state-sanctioned murder. The
constitutional right to marry and the right to
equal protection under the law are still denied to
same-sex couples in the majority of states (with
notable exceptions in Massachusetts, and more
recently, California). High school shootings
and other gun violence incidents are ever-raging, yet constitutional debates over the interpretation of the Second Amendment cloud the fact
that this the "right to bear arms" is an anachronistic impediment to the vital public policy that
is needed to fight the culture of gun violence in
the U.S.
It's time to refocus this election on the issues
facing the future of our nation. After eight years
with a dysfunctional, disingenuous government,
the presidential race is not only our hope for the
fi.lture, but it is our promise of change.

Photo Poll:

What did you learn today?
Mike Foster, Grad Student
Physical Education
"I learned about physical
activity for elderly people:'

Ram Sa mala, Grad student,
Chemistry
"Ilearned howto do chemistry
research:'

Scott Walker, senior,
English/Secondary
Education
"Ilearned that Jeff Buckley
died by falling in a river:'

Brandon Johnson, senior,
Management Information
Systems

Richelle Britton,
senior, Early Childhood
Education
"Ilearned not to give
children bribes:'

You can't win them all. In fact, more
often d1an not, disappointment teaches
you a few of life's basic lessons.
For example, being a gracious loser is
just as important as being a gracious winner.
Unfortunately, nobody taught Hillary
Clinton this lesson. A number of superdelegates moved their support to Barack
Obama on Tuesday and this gave him
enough delegates to pass the magic number of 2, 118 delegates.
1l1is makes Obanla the first black presidential candidate from a major party in the country's history. A truly historic occasion, whether you are a Republican
or Democrat. In fact, had either candidate won, they'd have made history.
Yet, in her speech on Tuesday night,
which many experts expected to be a concession speech, Hillary Clinton did not
congratulate Obama. Instead, she ran off
her usual rhetoric: here are d1e states I
won, this makes me the most elect-able
candidate and we could take dus to the
Democratic National Convention on
Aug. 25-28 in Denver.
What's more, she told her subjects
that she would "be making no decisions
tonight," obviously pandering to the
screaming crowd who would be mortified
if she were to withdraw.
In the ultimate desperation effort and
slap in the face of Obama, his supporters
and Democratic leaders who are getting
tired of her posturing, she called on her
followers to log on to HillaryClinton.com
and tell her what to do.
Less than 24 hours after her speech,
users posted a couple of interesting ideas.
No. 1: They told her to join a dreamteam ticket as Obama's vice president.
Obama has never said there was any
interest in that ticket. Clinton's no slouch
and no dummy. She knows how to play
the game. And she played it to her advantage Tuesday night.
She told anybody listening to her
speech - hello, Barack - that she wanted
the "18 million Americans who voted for
(Clinton) to be respected, to be heard and
no longer to be invisible."
Translation: pick me as vice president,
pay off my debts or put me on your staff
or you're saying their votes are meaningless. Clinton instigated the negotiations
before she considered that she should
have no say in the matter. She lost.
No. 2: Several supporters have asked
her to nm for president as the Independent nominee.
Contrary to Clinton belief, she can't
win a general election without Obama
and Obama wouldn't have a chance with
the Democratic voters split. In Clintonland, this means give me as much as I can
get or I take my ball and my supporters
and go home.
Republican presidential nominee John
McCain would dominate the split liberals
and run away with the election.
Obama's speech on Tuesday was uplifting and hopeful. It's a common trait of
his speeches.
Meanwlule, John McCain stares at a
teleprompter and stumbles through awkwardly.
Rumors surfaced Wednesday evening
that Clinton would drop out and concede
defeat as early as Friday. This would help
re-unite a party that has been polarized
during the past 16 months.
However, if these rumors are true, it'll
be better late than never.
Marco Santana is a senior journalism

major.
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and the society, this society of war."
Pearson said that going into Liberia, her goal was to be of service and
help in any way possible.
"I think my dream came true,"
Pearson said. "I know it did. She
(Payne) knew that God sent me to
Liberia for her."

>> GIFT
FROM FRONT PAGE

The journey begins
In her October 2007 invitation,
Manning wrote that she had recently retired from Langston University and "instead of retiring to a life of
leisure and the pursuit of independent scholarly endeavors, I accepted
the position of President of the African Med1odist Episcopal University."
She went on to say that she was
familiar with Pearson's accomplishments at Eastern and urged Pearson
to lend a helping hand.
"I have sensed an immediate need
for forming partnerships with American lmiversities," Manning wrote.
Pearson immersed herself in the
culture of post-war Liberia and did
not know what to expect.
What she did know about was
Liberia's recent turmoU.
Liberia experienced a military
coup, led by Samuel Doe, in 1980
that led to authoritarian rule. A
rebellion against Doe's regime broke
out in 1989, launched by Charles
Taylor, and was fought until 1996.
Three years of peace were brought
to an end when fighting resumed in
2000. After me UN established the
United Nations Mission in Liberia
in 2003 to "support the implementation of the ceasefire agreement and
me peace process."
Pearson says she is regularly asked
if she felt safe in Liberia.
"I think that once people know
you're genuine and once people
know you're there to not take from
them much of what's already been
stolen, you don't have to worry
about safety," Pearson said.
At AMEU, Pearson's primary objective was to assist in any
way she could. As it turned out, she
gave more than just her time and
her influence resulted in substantial
gains.
One obstacle Pearson faced came
from the students, whose spring
break came the week before Easter.
Unknown to her, many students stay
at the university during breaks in the
academic year.
"I met me president Uay Brown)
of the student government," Pearson said. "The first thing he said was
'Is there any way you could speak
to the students?' and I said I would
love to."
A meeting was arranged, Pearson
sat down Brown, and about eight of

The road to knowledge

PHOTO SUBMm ED BY MILDRED PEARSON

Mildred Pearson stands on the sight of the future Royesville School in Royesville, Liberia.
his cabinet and learned that impending late fees were worrying students.
Many of the students paid for
school through financial aid, which
was tied up in red tape at me time.
The tuition deadline was approaching, and late-fee penalties were a
legitimate concern, Pearson realized.
"I did not want a demonstration," she said. "You're there postwar and I've got these eight young
men who are very adamant 'we don't
want anything to happen but we
need to get in school.' I've never seen
students adamant."
Because of her achievements at
Eastern, Pearson was essentially given carte blanche when it came to
"(maximizing) teaching and learning opportunities and to optimize
scholars' research," as her role was
officially oudined in the minutes of
a March 18 AMEU faculty senate
meeting.
To effectively resolve the students'
worries, Pearson knew she had to do
something more physical than simply work from an office. After talking with the appropriate departments at A.t\1EU, she guaranteed the
students no late fee penalties.
"I can't even tell you the temperature," Pearson said. "Just blasting heat. I took a bullliorn, because
there were no microphones."
The students assembled themselves outdoors and waited to hear
from her.
"Many of the students had
already contacted the Minister of
Education to find out their rights, so
I knew whatever I said to them had
to be the truth," Pearson said.
Pearson still receives telephone

calls in her office in Booth Library
from grateful students for working with AMEU's administration
to make sure that students waiting for scholarship money wouldn't
be penalized. She feels pride in taking these calls, especially because the
calls are made from phone cards purchased on a tight budget.
"They are using their earnings
to call me," Pearson said. "They're
called scratch cards. I'm not sure
how much time they have on scratch
cards and sometimes they'll say, 'Doc
I'll only have one minute, I'm going
to run out of time soon'."

Finding Fate
While in Monrovia, Pearson regularly took her meals at the Royal Hotel, where foreign dignitaries
often eat and where she could contact famUy and friends from wireless
internet.
Her waitress was often 21-yearold Muriel Payne, whose higher education Pearson eventually decided to
sponsor.
"There were times I ate there
while she was not working and there
was someone from the restaurant
who would call and tell her I was
d1ere," Pearson said. Payne would
tell the employee, '"Oh I'll be there
in thirty minutes,' and I would wait
for her."
Payne's goal was to attend a university but she did not have the
means to enroll. Spurred by the
advice of a neighbor, she took a job
as a waitress to finance her education. Payne's mother has eight other
children to care for, but because her
father was killed in the Liberian civil

war most of the money Payne earns
goes to support her family, Pearson
eventually found out.
While in Monrovia, Pearson
worked with the Liberia's Minister
of Gender, Dr. D Musueng Cooper,
as part of her personal research interests in the areas of self-efficacy and
resiliency, especially among schoolgirls. Pearson spoke with Cooper
about the possibility of sponsoring
Payne's university education.
Pearson said that depending on
any given student's need, it costs
between $50 and $100 U.S. a month
to sponsor a Liberian student's higher education.
Because Pearson saw that Payne's
drive to continue her education was
sincere and that she had concrete
goals, Pearson was prepared to sponsor Payne's higher education at the
University of Liberia, in Monrovia,
which is slightly less expensive than
AMEU, Pearson said.
A dinner was arranged with Pearson, Cooper and Payne, after which
Pearson dediced to sponsor Payne.
Payne will stan classes this fall
and Cooper will be Payne's mentor.
In an April 10 e-mail, Payne
wrote that she eventually wants to
go into law but feels she should first
understand the ways in which society functions.
"This is one main reason why I
chose sociology as a major," Payne
wrote. "So that I would be able to
understand society and the problems
which affect people, which is what
sociology is about."
Payne goes on to say that she
believes her education will help her
understand "people, poverty, crime

Bill Elliot, director of International Programs at Eastern, said sUIdents in northern and western Africa
have limited options when it comes
to higher education.
While there are some wellrespected universities over seas, students, "especially in some African
countries, have fewer options," Elliot
said. "In many cases there may only
be a handful of universities."
"As a student, unless you make
straight Xs, unless you score in the
very highest percentile, academically, no matter how good of a student
you are, you may not even get an
admission into your school in your
own country( Elliot said.
One of the A.t\1EU students Pearson met, Oseil, was accepted into
Langston University, and calls Pearson for guidance if he does not
receive certain application materials.
"I'm willing to stop in the middle of the day to do something for
somebody who wants to come to the
United States to learn," Pearson said.
The difficulties Oseil faced in his
application process are not unique.
For students wishing to study in
the U.S., gathering all the necessary
materials required for acceptance at
an American university is not easy,
but pales into comparison with the
daunting task of gaining entry to the
United States.
"In many cases it's a pretty brutal
system, actually," Elliot said. "More
than likely you've had to queue up
in line for many hours just to get the
permission to make it farmer into
the embassy."
"In many cases you then go up to
a bulletproof window or to a pretty
foreboding area and you have maybe thirty seconds to a minute to
give your information to that (US
Embassy official)," Elliot said. "That
official says yes or no and then you're
done, that's it."
Elliot said getting a student visa
is especially difficult because people seeking a route into the US have
realized they can gain entry to the
US with a student visa, even if they
don't plan on being a sn1dent.
Pearson said she admires those
students' passionate desire to learn.
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1-800-FANDANGQ

+EXPRESS CODE#
VISIT US ONliNE AT WWW.KERASOTES.COM

FREE REFILL ON POPCORN & SOFT DRJNKS!

want FIVE

Still looking for a nice clean apartment close to campus?
We have exactly what you're looking for ••••
2409 8th St.

BUCK MOVIES?

SIGI< UP TODAY AT -.fivebuckclub.net

BARGAIN MATINEES- all shows before 8pm
STU DENT DISCOUNT for shows after 8 pm

WILL RoGERS
cooe#1sss
705 MONROE Ave., CHARLESTON • 345-9222
SROWTIMES F OR JUNE 6- 12
KUNGFU PANDA (PG)
DAILY 6:30 FRI SAT 9:00 SAT SUN !V!AT 2:30

INDIANA JONES: KINGDOM OF THE CRYSTALSKULL(PG 13)
DAILY7:00 FRI SAT 9:45 SAT SUN !V!AT 2:00

1 & 2 Bedroom apartments available for 08-09 school year!

SHowPLAcE I 0 cooe#1573
Jusr OFF Roure 16, E. OF 1·57 • MATTOON

All completely remodeled fully furnis hed apartme nts loc ated
right n e xt to c ampus !

KUNG FU PANDA (PG) ON TWO
SCREENS
1:10 2:20 3:40 4:40 6:00 7:00 8:20 9:15
YOU DON'T MESS 'WITH THE ZOHAN
(PG 13) ON TWO SCREENS
1:00 2 00 4:00 5:00 6:50 7:50 9:30
SE.." AND THE CITY (R)
12:30 3:50 7:15
THE STRANGERS (R)
2:10 4:20 6:30 9:00
INDIANA J ONES: KINGDOM OF THE
CRYSTAL SKULL (PG 13)
1:20 4: 10 5:10 7:30
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: PRINCE
CASPIAN (PG) 12:15 3:30 6:40 9:45
WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG 13)
2:40 5:10 7:40 10:00
IRON MAN (PG 13)
1:00 4 00 7:10 10:00

STADIUM SEATING • DIGITAL SOUND

ee~ll '"Goc!CI~ ~OX!- ~O:P@ J:)Q~Cifis:

21.7-34.&5-5022
ththth.zntique- pPopePt;ies.:uet;

BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT FANOANGO.COM
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tor sale
Leather couch, big man's
recliner, and entertainment
center. Couch, $100, or all for
$150. 348-8636
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 6/5

Brian's Place needs waitress/
bartender. $7.50 hr/ + tips.
2100 Broadway Mattoon. 2344151
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 6/5
Party and Get Paid! Become
a Boozer Rep. Send resume to
info@boozerdog.com.
(618)
942 -3749
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 6/5
Accepting
applications
for the area's newest BBQ
restaurant, the Stovepipe Grill
& Smokehouse! Experienced
individuals needed for waitstaff positions. Applica nts must
be creative, goal-oriented, and
have excellent interpersonal
skills. Apply online at www.
graywood.org or in person at
Lincoln Springs Resort, 3 miles
east of Charleston on Rte. 16.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 6/12
!Bar-tending! Up to $250/day.
No
experience
necessary,
training provided. 1-800-9656520, ext. 239.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 7117

~ ~

roommates

Female roommate needed for
FY-08-09. Located two blocks
from campus, 5 bedroom
house, 3 bath. Contact Ash lei,
217- 737-1174
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 7117

't'

torrent

Unique Duplex:
(2) four
on
bedroom
apartments
johnson.
300/per/person/
month. Contact j an Eads, Real
Estate Unlimited. 217-3458350
- - - - - - - 6/26
2&3 BR houses 1 block to
Lantz/O'brien. Washer/dryer,
A/C. 345-4489, Wood Rentals;
Jim Wood, Realtor.
- - - - - - - 6/26
2 BR money-savers@ $275-300/
person. CABLE & INTERNET
INCL. Don't miss it. 345-4489,
Wood Renta ls; Jim Wood,
Realtor.
- - - - - - - 6/26
BEST 1-person apts. Affordable.
Grads, undergrads, staff. 3454489, Wood Rentals; Jim
Wood, Realtor.
- - - - - - - 6/26
1 person looking for a roomy
apt? Try this 2BR priced for one
@$425/mo. INTERNET, CABLE,
WATER INCL. 345-4489, Wood
Rentals; Jim Wood, Realtor.
- - - - - - - 6/26
FALL: GREAT LOCATION!
VERY NICE TWO BEDROOM
APT. TRASH, WATER PAID.
$285/PERSON. 348-0209, 549 5624
- - - - - - - 6/26
FALL 12008: HOUSE ON 12th
St. GREAT LOCATION! WID,
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NO PETS. 217-508 -4343
- - - - - - - - 7/ 17
5 OR 6 PEOPLE FOR HOME
FOR RENT. 1/2 BLOCK FROM
OLD MAIN. AMPLE PARKING,
W I D, N EWELY RENOVATED.
$275 PER/MONTH. 847-921 -

3180 - - - - - - 7/17
FALL '08: 2 bedroom house.
Trash
and
lawn
service
included. No pets. $300/
person/month. 345-5037
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 7117
CHECK IT OUT! 3 to 5 students
- 4 BR house, newly remodeled.
Full A/C. Plenty of storage and
parking, across from Old Main
on 7th. 348 -8406
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
5 Bedroom Apt. near campus
available
for summer
@
$275/person and/or Fall 08 @
$325/person. A/C, WID, trash
included. 345-2982
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
3 Bedroom. apt. available.
Large rooms, central air, ceiling
fans, water, & trash included.
Buchanan St. Apts. 345-1266
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
8 BEDROOM APARTMENT: 2
KITCHENS, 2 LIVING ROOMS,
2 FULL BATHS, (2) 1/2 BATHS.
LEASE
AND
SECURITY
REQUIRED. NO PETS. 3488305
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
3 or 4 BR. Spacious house
available, 219 jackson Ave,
near Square. Call 217-5491957
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
GREATLOCATION! NICE TWO
APARTMENT.
BEDROOM
WATER AND TRASH PAID.
217-348-0209 OR 217-5495624
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
2008 FALL SCHOOL YEAR,
NEAR O LD MAIN: NICE,
COMFORTABLE 4 BEDROOM
HOUSE. PARKING. 348-8406
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
Roommate needed for Fall
2008 to share 6 bed house
with 5 girls. 1 Block North of
Old Main on 6th Street. www.
ppwrentals.com 348-8249
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
6 BR HOUSE FOR RENT: 2 112
Bath, 2 1/2 car garage, HUGE
yard! Next to Greek Court.
$300/person. 345-3353
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
9th St. APTS: REDUCED RATES,
3 & 4 BR, SEMESTER LEASES
CONSIDERED,
SECURITY
REQUIRED. NO PETS. 3488305
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
House for rent Fall '08: 5 BR,
1 1/2 Bath, near Kiwanis Park.
W I D, AC, off-street parking, no
pets. 217-345-9665.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
Studio apartments 2 blocks
from campus on 7th Street. Call
217-728-8709
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
LYNN-RO APTS., 12th and
Arthur. 2 bed/2 bath & 3
bed/1 bath avai lable for june
or August rental. Remodeled,
washer/dryer in unit. Large
units. 345 -0936
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
Clean 2 BR furnished apts.
next to city park. Water, trash

't

torrent

included. 10 or 12 month lease.
$265 each. 549 -1957
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
1 BR apt. available: Trash,
water, electricity, DSL, cable,
free parking, laundry on site.
235 -6598. or 273-2048
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
VILLAGE
REN TALS:
20082009 Two BR apt. with large
l iving room & firep lace, water
included and 1/ 2 of electricity.
Pets welcome w/ pet dep. (217)
345 -2516 for more information
and appt.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
N ice 3 bedroom house. CA, WI
D, bar, off-street parking. Call
217-202 -4456
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
2
Bedroom
apartments-2
different locations: 617 W.
Grant, 1017 Woodlawn. Close
to campus. WID, central air,
some with dishwashers, large
closets, lots of remodel ing, no
pets. june 1st & Aug. 1st leases.
348-3075.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
3 BEDROOM APARTMENT,
CLOSE TO CAMPUS, $250 PER
PERSON. ALSO 2 BEDROOM
APARTMENT.
10 MONTH
LEASE. 345-5048.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
Large 1 & 2 BR apts. available
May 16th. Partiall y furnished,
ideal for coup le. Cat o.k. 743745 6th St. $365 -$41 0/apt. Call
345-6127 or 508-6596
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
YOU'VE SEEN THE REST, NOW
TRY THE BEST!!!! Campus
Pointe Apartments offers 2 and 3
bedrooms with individual leases
AND roommate matching. Our
rent includes CABLE, HI-SPEED
INTERNET, PHONE, WATER,
SEWER, AND TRASH. Plus, we
give you $60-$75 toward your
monthly electric bill! !! . .. AND
THAT'S NOT ALL! We have a
24-hour clubhouse that offers
a tan ni ng bed, fitness center,
game room, and computer
lab with unlimited printing.
CALL 345-6001 or visit www.
apartmentseiu.com today!
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
WHEN LOCATION MATIERS,
come see PARK PLACE! 1, 2,
3 bedroom units, flexible rates
and dates. Parking included.
348-1479
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
3 bedroom apt. for lease.
1 1/ 2 block from campus.
Available Aug. No pets. $325
per person. 345-7286 www.
jwi lliamsrentals.com
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
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torrent

2 Bedroom apartments for Fall
'08. Trash, off-street parking,
wireless.
345-7286. www.
jwilliamsrentals.com
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
1 Bedroomapartmentsavailable
August: $395/525 per month.
Off-street parking, wireless,
trash included. No pets. 3457286.
www.jwilliamsrentals.
com
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
4 bedroom house for Fall 2008
on 1st St. Range, refrigerator,
washer/dryer. No pets! Call
345 -7286 or go to www.
jwilliamsrentals.com
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
GREAT
LOCATION!
EFFICIENCY AT 959 6TH ST.
GREAT LOCATION, NO PETS.
345-3951.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
LOOKING FOR A BARGAIN?
BRITIANY
RIDGE
TOWNHOUSES: 3-4 bedroom,
$275 pi p. Refrigerator, stove,
water, trash, central air. 2347368
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
Pri vate BR in nice 8 BR home. 1
Block from EIU campus. Furn./
Unfurn.
Male Roommates.
$425/mo. plus uti!. (217)-2511593.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
PRICE REDUCED: BRITIANY
RIDGE TOWNHOMES FOR
RENT. 3 OR 4 BR, 2 112
BATHS, TRASH AND PARKING
INCLUDED, FOR $200/EACH.
348-5427
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
OLD TOWNE APARTMENTS:
1, 2, &, 3 BEDROOMS. CLOSE
TO CAMPUS. 4 LOCATIONS
TO CHOOSE FROM. 3456533
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
New
Four
Bedroom
Apartments. Extremely Close
to Campus. Across from Lantz.
Fully Furnished. Call Today
for Lowered Rates. Grantview
Apartments. 345-3353.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
University Vi llage: 4 bedroom
houses, $450/per person. All
utilities included. 345-1400
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
FALL '08-'09; 1, 2 & 3 BR. APTS.
WATER & TRASH INCLUDED.
PLENTY
OF
OFF-STREET
PARKING. BUCHANAN ST.
APTS. CALL 345-1266.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
ROYA L HEIGHTS APTS., on
2nd behind Subway. New rates
for 2008. 2 & 3 bedroom/1.5
baths. Free garage parking,

$.30 per word for the first day
$. 10 per word for each additional consecutive day

't
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flexible lease dates. 345 -0936
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
1, 2, 3, and 4 bedrooms. Trash
and parking included. Great
location. Call 217-345 -2363.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
FALL
'08
QUALITY/
CONVENIENCE.
2
&
3
bedroom apartments. Washer
& Dryer included. 1-2 blocks
from campus. (217)493-7559
www.myeiuhome.com
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
Fall/Spring '08-09': Ninth Street
apartments, 3-4 bedroom. Offstreet parking, trash paid, 10
month lease. Security deposit
required. NO PETS. 348 -8305
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
New apts. close to campus:
Furnished or U nfurnished. Rent
starts at $275/MO. 345-6100
www.jbapartments.com
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
Close to campus: 3 bedroom
house avail. 2008-09. CA w/
heat pump, WID, new carpet.
10-12 mo lease. $900/mo. 5495402
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
SEITSINGER
APARTMENTS,
1611 9TH ST: Two bedroom
apartment,
completely
furnished. Avai lable spring
semester. For information call
345-7136.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
Campus
Point
Apartments
under
new
management.
Now leasing for Spring and
Fall of '08. 2 and 3 bedroom
with
private
apartments
bathrooms i n each bedroom.
WID in every apartment. List
uti liti es i ncluded. Clubhouse
with fitness room, computer lab
and tanning bed. 345-6001
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00

CIA, WID, dishwasher, trash,
lawn services. 345-3253.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
There is only one left at 1812
9th street. It has 4 bedrooms
and 2 bathrooms, furnished,
very nice and locally owned.
Trash and guaranteed parking
lot included with security
lighting. Available August 15th
of 2008. Please call and leave
a message. 348-0673
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
Summer/Fall 2008: 2 BR apt.,
2001 S. 12th St. and 1305 18th
St. Stove, fridge, microwave,
trash pd, $240-$425. Call 348 7746 www.CharlestoniLApts.
com
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
Fall 2008: 2 bedroom apt, 955
4th St., 7 blks from campus.
Stove,
refrig,
microwave,
dishwasher. Water and Trash
pd. $250-$450. Call 348-7746
www.CharlestoniLApts.com
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
2 YEAR OLD 3 BR 2 BA
DUPLEX.
EXCELLENT
LOCATI ON. WASHER/DRYER,
DISHWASH ER,
DISPOSAL.
TH REE VANITIES INCLUDED.
CALL (217)493 -7559 OR VISIT
US AT WWW.MYEIUHOME.
COM
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
Yes, we have apartments for
Fall. We have clean, modern
apartments close to campus.
Off-street parking is included
so you don' t need a parking
permit or a shuttle. They are
locally owned and locally
maintained. Give us a call for
an appointment, 345-7286,
or visit our website: www.
jwi l liamsrentals.com.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00

Come check out the specials
at Campus Pointe Apartments.
2 people can rent a 3 bedroom
apartment for $500 /person
and receive free furniture!
Plus, security deposits are only
$99 /person! Call 345-6001 or
visit www.apartmentseiu.com
today!
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00

4 bedroom furnished house
close to campus. 10 month
lease. 345 -5048
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00

3 AND 4 BEDROOM HOUSES
FOR RENT. Refrigerator, stove,
WID hookup. Great deals for
students. 234-7368
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00

Nice 4 bedroom 2 bath
apartment. Extreme ly close to
campus. Call 234 -0405 or 273 2048.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00

NOW RENTING FALL '08'09. Efficiencies, 1,2, and 3
bedrooms. All utiliti es, cable
and internet included. 2347368
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00

Awesome
2
bedroom
apartments close to campus.
Everything included except
electricity. Call 234-6598 or
273-2048
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00

BUZZARD ONE BLOCK: (4)
Duplexes,
Three
Bedroom
Efficiency Apt. CIA, W I D. ONE
BLOCK NORTH OLD MAIN:
(5) Three Bedroom Houses.

bedroom
apartments.
Everything included except
electricity. Quiet location. Call
234-6598 or 273 -2048.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00

BEST BARGAIN ON CAMPUS:
3 & 4 bedroom 2 bath apts.
Furnished or Unfurnished. Rent
starts at $275/MO. 345 -6100
www.jbapartments.com
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00

Grads, Transfers, Faculty & Staff
D
We Specialize in apartments for ONE!
o A few for Twosomes!
D
Neat 3BR house, w/d, ac!

Non-student Classified Rates
$.50 per word for the first day
$.20 per word for each additional consecutive
day
Montbly Online classified advertising
available
@ ~rww.dermews

com

torrent

.Jim Wood, Realtor
1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489- Fax 345-4472

SPORTS
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>> Catalyst
FROM BACK PAGE
Nommensen didn't even hear of
his award until some of his teammates called him to congratulate
him.
"It's a privilege to be on a list with
other big-name players from bigname schools," Nommensen said.
''lhis puts our team on the map,
and lets other teams know that they
can't look over us."
Nommensen's outstanding performance didn't surprise his old high
school coach at all.
"His performance is just what I
thought he would do," Sutherland
said. "I wish I could see some of his
games, but it sounds like he is doing
for the Panthers what he did for us."
Sutherland can still recall how
Nommensen had a passion for the
game.
''lhe best memory I have of him
is how he played his best games in
the biggest games," Sutherland said.
"He led off for us and after one
at-bat, he rentrned with a wealth of
information about the pitcher and
all of his pitches, speed, break, loca. ..."
tlon
It would seem Nommensen didn't

DON SUTHERLAND CARY-GROVE HIGH SCHOOL HEAD COACH

BY THE NUMBERS

His performance is just what I thought he would do. I wish I could see some
of his games, but it sounds like he is doing for the Panthers what he did for
us:'
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skip a beat when he transitioned
from high school to college.
Schmitz describes Nommensen as
a "catalyst" for the Panther team.
"As a lead-off hitter you have ro
be a catalyst for the offense, and that
is what Nommensen does for us,"
Schmitz said. "He's stealing bases,
bunting, and getting doubles when
we need them."
According to Schmitz, the most
gratifYing thing for a coach is watching players grow.
"When I watch a player take
the motivation and coaching that
I've given them and actually do it,
it's gratifYing," Schmitz said. "1l1e
biggest highs we get is when they
become complete players, and that
is what he (Nommensen) is. He's a
complete player."
Normally after a season is over, an
athlete has a break - but not Nommensen.
Nommensen was asked to be

a part of the Edenton Steamers in
Edenton, N.C., which is part of the
Coastal Plain League.
This league is actually part of a
collegiate wood bat league for the
summer.
The season already started in May,
but since Nommensen was still playing for the Panthers, he had to miss
a few games.
Normally in d1e fall the coaches try to sign players to summer
leagues.
Since Nommensen has done well
the last two years, coaches were actually contacting him.
Last year Nommensen got the
opportunity to play in Texas. Unfortunately, Nommensen wasn't able
to spend much time with his family before he left.
"I got to go home for a day after
the tournament, and d1en I had to
go to North Carolina," Nommensen
said.

"Since the season ends in August,
I'll be home for another day, bur
then have to go to school."
Nommensen claims that it is a
litde rough not seeing his fumily or
old friends that mucl1, bur his family does try to come out and see him
a couple of times.
Baseball has been a big part of
Nommensen's life.
So far it's been in his past and
present, and looks like it will be in
his future as well.
Nommensen is a junior physical
education major, and has hopes of
becoming a gym teacher.
"I want to be a high school gym
teacher for a couple of years, along
with being a baseball coach," he
said.
However, that's not all.
"My dream job would be a high
school athletic director as well as the
head baseball coach," Nommensen
said.

Brett Nommensen's season
figures after playing 57 games
• Had 204 at bats
• Had a .402 batting average
• Was hit by pitch 15 times
·Took 35 bases on balls
• Hit safely onto 123 total bases
• Had82 hits
• Hit 18 doubles
• Hit four triples
·Hit five home runs
·Batted in 36 runs
• Scored 56 runs
• Had a .603 slugging percent
• Stole 18 bases on 26 attempts
• Struck out 14 times
Nommensen's performance in
the 13-10 loss to Nebraska
• Had five at bats
·Had three hits
• Hit one double
• Batted in four runs
• Scored zero runs
Nom men sen's performance in
the 8-71oss to Oral Roberts
• Had five at bats
• Had two hits
·Hit one home run
·Batted in two runs
• Scored two runs

Gas

Prices

Pets Welcome!
• Individual Leases!
• Volleyball & Basketball Court
• Washer & Dryer in each unit!
Dishwasher in each unit!!!
• Spacious lawns and up to
1600 sq. ft of living space!
FREE Shuttle to and from class
FREE Tanning- Lay down & stand up
FREE Cable, Phone, Internet & Water
• Club House Fitness Center &

Game Room!!!
Fully furnished . Queen size b eds and
built in desks!!!
• Up to $200 toward your e lectric bill!!!
Pay rent with Financial Aid!!!

Call 345-1400!

can vour lriendiV lld·tendent
lor the lUll servite treatment

Located at 2316 Woodfall Dr.
(behind Wai-Mart)

...............................
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~
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Don•• so
nu•s,
le• us
help.
call the DEN at
581-2816

Individual leases
Private Balhroom for everv bedroom
washer!Drver in all apanmems
Water, Trash, Internet, Cable, Phone Included
$75 toward monthlY electric
Gaming/Media Room with Nintendo Wii
Fitness Center
Tanning Bed
Basketball, Puning Green, Vollevball. Jogging Track and more coming in Julv 2008.
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Junior outfielder Brett Nommensen hits a two-run double in the fourth inning against Nebraska Friday May 30. Nommenson's career batting average is .347 with six home runs.

ACATALYST FOR PANTHER BASEBALL

Nommensen has shown
outstanding performances
throughout his career at
Eastern.
By Molly Clutter
Sports Editor

The earliest memory Bren Nommensen has
of baseball is when he was three years old.
"I remember playing on my older brother's
T-Ball team," Nommensen said.
Ever since then, Nommensen couldn't get
away &om the game.

Nommensen claims his father is the one
responsible for gening him into the game.
"My brother, dad. and I would always be
outside playing catch or hitting off a Tee,"
Nommensen said.
Nommensen graduated from Cary-Grove
H igh School, where his reputation precedes
him.
H ead coach Don Sutherland described
Nommensen as a "warrior" and competitor.
"He did everything for us," Sutherland said.
"H e hit for average, hit for power, had a good
arm, and was a great base-stealer."
After high school Nommensen looked at
some small schools that were calling and sending him letters, but only took a campus visit

to Eastern Illinois University.
According to Eastern head coach Jim
Schmitz, Nommensen's energy caught his eye.
"He ran well, and was a defensively superb
player," Schmitz said. "H e was very electric
when it came to running and scoring. H e had
a lot of energy."
Since N ommensen has joined the Panthers,
he's made quite a name for himself.
H e has a career batting average of .347,
along with six home runs and 78 RBis.
Just this year alone, Nommensen batted
an average of .402, has five home runs and 36
RBis. After the Panthers won the Ohio Valley Conference Tournament, he was named to
the All-Tournament Team after going 8-for-15

with eight runs and a .632 on-base percentage.
This was the first time since 1999 the Panthers won an OVC Tournament, and has been
the second time overall since joining the OVC
in 1997. After losing rwo very close games
in the N CAA Regional Tournament, first to
Nebraska 13-10 then to Oral Roberts 8-7 in
extra innings, N ommensen was named to the
Lincoln Regional All-Tournament Team.
H e went 5-for-10 and had 6 RBis in the
tournament games, including a rwo-run homer and rwo runs scored in the game against
Oral Roberts.
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SEE CATALYST, PAGE 7

